Brazil's Defense Minister inaugurates Star of David

In 1942, Hitler ordered the Kriegsmarine to attack Brazilian ships carriyng supplies to
the Allies. 33 ships were sunk by U-boats, with a loss of 1500 lives. Brazil declared
war against the Axis, sending an expeditionary force to Italy with 25,000 men, to
reinforce the the Fifth U.S. Army not much far from the Jewish Brigade.
Remembering 70 years of the entry of Brazil in the war, the Jewish community
offered to the National Monument for the Fallen Soldiers, where 450 soldiers

killed in Italy are buried, a Star of David with the inscription:

1942 — 2012

Seventy years ago precious lives were lost in the Brazilian coast, because of the
perverse action of an ideology unacceptable to humanity. The sea received and led
them to the arms of the Creator, opening the way for brave soldiers, fighting for the
honor of the fatherland and in defense of human dignity.

Homage of CONIB - Jewish Confederation of Brazil and FIER]J - Jewish Federation
of Rio de Janeiro

The Minister of Defence of Brazil, Ambassador Celso Amorim, unveiled the
sculpture in presence of a great public, communitarian leaders and senior military
officers, including top four-star generals of the High Command. Minister Amorim
made a touching speech, recalling his visit to Yad Vashem in 2005, when he was
Chancellor of Brazil, accompanied by the eminent Rabbi of Sdo Paulo, Henry Sobel.
In 2010,

President Lula himself was in Jerusalem with his wife Marisa. "l remember as a
teenager, my confusion to understand that moment in history," Amorim said, referring
to the Holocaust. He characterized the episode as a "barbarism and violence which
even today defy human comprehension."

According to the Minister of Defence, the Brazilian Armed Forces felt honored by the
invitation to the inauguration of the sculpture, the same day when the Monument
completed 52 years. Also present at the event, the secretary general of the Jewish
Confederation of Brazil, Fernando Kasinski Lottenberg said that the Star of David
used to identify Jews and "promote the extermination" during the Second World War,
was the same as that, and from now, "radiate His blessings to our heroic fighters who
lie here." The book SOLDIERS THAT CAME FROM AFAR, telling the story of the
42 Brazilian Jewish Heroes of World War II, edition of Brazilian Academy of
Military History, was distributed.

The project was conducted by Professor Israel Blajberg, Director of Citizenship of the
Jewish Community, chaired by Sarita Schaffel. During the ceremony, the Brazilian
Israelite Coral, interpreted the pacifist song Al HaDerech and The Hymn of the
Expeditionary.
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Unknown Soldier Eternal Flame



Minister reviewing the troops with Top Commanders

War Veterans and Blajberg interviewed by Jewish Comunity TV



Lottenberg - Blajberg -J Salim - Itagiba - Hon Israel Consul



Natl Monum to the Brazilian Fallen Soldiers with Rio de Janeiro Bay - aerial view
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El Ministro de Defensa de Brasil inaugura la Estrella de David

En 1942, Hitler ordend la Kriegsmarine a atacar buques brasilefios que llevaron
suministros a los aliados. 33 barcos fueron hundidos por submarinos alemanes, con
una pérdida de 1500 vidas. Brasil declard guerra al Eje, y el envio de una fuerza
expedicionaria a Italia con 25.000 hombres, junto con el Quinto Ejército de EE.UU.
no muy lejos de la Brigada Judia. Recuerdando a los 70 afos la entrada de Brasil en la
guerra, la comunidad judia ofreci6 al Monumento Nacional a los Soldados Caidos,
donde se encuentran los 450 militares muertos en Italia, una estrella de David, con la
inscripcion:

1942 - 2012

Hace setenta afos, preciosas vidas se perdieron en la costa brasilefia, por la accion
perversa de una ideologia inaceptable para la humanidad. El mar los recibid y llevo a
los brazos del Creador, abriendo el camino para los combatientes valientes, luchando
por el honor de la patria y en defensa de la dignidad humana Homenaje de la CONIB
- Confederacion Israelita de Brasil y FIERJ - Federacion Israelita de Rio de Janeiro

El Ministro de Defensa de Brasil, Embajador Celso Amorim, descerrd la escultura en
la presencia de grande publico, lideres comunitarios y oficiales superiores del ejército,
entre ellos graduados generales de cuatro estrellas del Alto Comando. El Ministro
Amorim hizo un emotivo discurso, recordando su visita a Yad Vashem en 2005,
cuando era canciller de Brasil, acompanado por el eminente rabino de Sao Paulo,
Henry Sobel. En 2010, el propio presidente Lula estube en Jerusalén con su esposa
Marisa. "Recuerdo cuando era adolescente, mi confusion para entender ese momento
en la historia", dijo Amorim, en referencia al Holocausto. Calific6 el episodio como
una "barbarie y violencia que aun hoy desafian la comprension humana."

De acuerdo con el Ministro de Defensa, las Fuerzas Armadas brasilefias se sentian
honradas por la invitacion a la inauguracién de la escultura, el mismo dia que el
Monumento a los Caidos completaba 52 afios.

Presente en el evento, el secretario general de la Confederacion Judia de Brasil,
Fernando Kasinski Lottenberg, dijo que la estrella de David servia para identificar
Judios y "promover el exterminio" durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial, y es la

misma que ahora, "irradia sus bendiciones a nuestros heroicos combatientes que se
encuentran aqui."

El publico recibi6 el libro SOLDADOS QUE VENIERON DE LEJOS, que narra la
historia de los 42 héroes brasilefios judios de la Segunda Guerra Mundial, edicion de
la Academia de Historia Militar de Brasil.

El proyecto fue coordinado por el Profesor Israel Blajberg, Director de la Oficina de
Ciudadania de la Comunidad Judia, presidida por Sarita Schaffel. Durante la
ceremonia, el Coral Israelita Brasilefio, cant6 en hebreo y portugués la cancion
pacifista Al HaDerech, y la Cancion del Expedicionario.



