HARRY FAINE 
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by David Nathanson 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Harry Faine was born on 7th September 1920 in Stratford, New Zealand. His parents were Esther and Jacob Faine and he was the youngest of the eight Jewish Faine children. His siblings were John (Joe), Rachel (Ray), Becky (Moss), Joseph, Jean (Nathanson), Bessie (Goldstein) and Alick.
He attended Stratford primary school and was a pupil at Stratford high school for 2 years. After leaving high school he went to work for Whites drapery store in Stratford as a shop assistant. 
In April 1941 Harry was called up for service with the armed forces. As he came from the country, he was enlisted to the QAMR (Queen Alexandra's Mounted Rifles) D Squadron working with horses, which he hated. He spent two years training in the Linton Camp near Fielding.  Then a chance came and in December 1943 he transferred to the Royal New Zealand Airforce 40 Squadron, a transport squadron. 
During RNZAF training in Wellington he made friends with Jim Muir* and in October 1944 they sailed from Auckland on the troopship SS Alkaid to Emirau Island - one of the islands of the Bismarck Archipelago off the north-eastern coast of New Guinea in the western Pacific Ocean. In his first letter, written during this journey, he describes the feeling of homesickness, especially since there was not enough to do – "line up for 2 meals a day, read books, play cards, write letters and sleep". They entered the war zone, where no lights on or cigarette smoking were allowed after sunset, and there was fear of mines and submarines. The boat journey, lasted from 2nd October 1944 to 28th October 1944. From the very first day Harry was seasick, and although he apparently felt better some of the time, the letter ends with him writing "My only hope is that when the time comes for me to return, I hope they fly us back, even if it means spending the extra time over here, so here’s hoping."
Stationed at Emirau, his main role was as a driver transporting petrol. The squadron supported the Americans who were fighting the Japanese. There are 2 more letters written by Harry only 1 and 2 weeks before his fatal flight destined back to New Zealand. In his letter on the 12th September 1945 (the war is over), he writes that men are gradually flying back home but the main problem seems to be transport. He mentions that the Wahine ship "is being taken off the Wellington-Christchurch line and is heading up this way so I may be unfortunate enough to strike a trip back by sea. Hope not though." On the 18th September 1945 he excitedly wrote that he had got his "OK to go" and would probably be travelling by plane, expecting to be in New Zealand the following week. Apparently there was one seat available by air back to New Zealand and others by sea. Harry and Jim Muir tossed a coin and Harry won and decided to take the air trip.
The Douglas Dakota NZ3526 went missing between Espiritu Santo (New Hebrides) and Auckland with the loss of 20 people. This was the largest loss of life incurred in one day by the Royal Air Force in World War II. It is thought most likely that the plane encountered violent cloud conditions which resulted in a catastrophic structural failure. No trace has ever been found of the plane or its occupants.
Leading Aircraftsman Harry Faine was 25 years old when he died.
The family has a telegram informing them of the missing plane, and a letter of condolence from King George VI. (See below). His mother Esther Faine had moved to live in Auckland (Herne Bay) in 1942.
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URGENT New Zealand Post-Office Telegram 25th September 1945 to Mrs Esther Faine, 36 Lawrence Street, Herne Bay, Auckland
I regret to inform you that your son Leading Aircraftsman Harry Faine has been reported missing on a transit flight between Espiritu Santo and Auckland yesterday. Extensive aircraft searches are continuing and you will be notified immediately any further news comes to hand. The Prime Minister desires me to convey to you on behalf of the Government his sincere sympathy with you in your great anxiety. Letter following – F. Jones, Minister of Defence.
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Letter from King George VI

Commemoration:
1. Panel 8 at Bourail Memorial, New Caledonia  
The Memorial, within the Bourail New Zealand War Cemetery, commemorates members of the New Zealand Land and Air Forces and Merchant Navy, and members of the Western Pacific Local Forces who died during operations in the South Pacific area, and who have no known grave. On Panel 8 are the names of all those who were on the Douglas Dakota NZ3526. (See below).
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Bourail Memorial, New Caledonia
2. Auckland War Memorial: Harry's death is recorded in the Online Cenotaph, which is a biographical database of those who have served Aotearoa New Zealand on active service during times of international conflict.  https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C33619
3. Stratford Hall of Remembrance:  In the entrance hall of Stratford’s old municipal chambers, it contains framed photos of 129 of the district’s First World War dead and, 55 portraits of Second World War casualties. https://teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/25892/stratfords-hall-of-remembrance
4. Wellington Jewish Centre: Harry is listed on the Roll of Honour at the Wellington Jewish Community Centre as making the supreme sacrifice.
5. Wigram Airforce Centre has a replica of the missing Dakota. Harry is also mentioned in the Stories of service and sacrifice: https://www.airforcemuseum.co.nz/blog/stories-of-service-and-sacrifice/
---------------------------------

   *Jim Muir married Kitty Harris in 1953 and he and his brothers had a grocery store in Masterton. Two brothers married two Harris sisters. Jim Muir died in 1981 aged 56. Kitty Muir was a lifetime member of the Wellington Jewish community and died in 2019 aged 95. 
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Jim Muir and Harry Faine
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BUCKINGHAM PALAGE

The Queen and I offer you our

heartfelt sympathy in your great

sorrow.

We pray that your country’s
gratitude for a life so nobly given
in its service may bring you some

measure of consolation.
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