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Lost World War Il letters finally reach home

TALI FEINBERG

stack of letters, perfectly preserved for more

A::an 80 years since World WarlI, have finally
ade their way home after an extraordinary

connection made between two Johannesburg Jewish
families living just two minutes apart. Twenty-four hours
aftera Facebook post written just before Shabbat,
the letters were in the hands of the recipient's
daughter and granddaughter.

Itall started when Heather Superfain, who lives
in Johannesburg, was spring cleaning her home
atthe beginning of June. She came across the
stack of letters, tied together with a brown army
shoelace, that she had once found in an antique
set of drawers that she bought on auction more
than 20 years ago. During those two decades, she
moved and downsized numerous times, and each
time, the letters had come with her.

Heather Superfain and Sandra Ellis

“Every time, something told me not to throw them
away," says Superfain. “This time, they really were the
only thing | still had that could have been thrown out."
Over the years, she had tried to find the family of the
author and recipients of the letters, but had no luck.

Now, however, she had the power of social media
atherfingertips, and spontaneously penned a poston
the Facebook group Joburg Jewish Mommies asking
if anyone was related to Philip Brom, the fact that he
served in the British army in the 1940, and that she had
old letters of his.

As it was close to Shabbos, Superfain thought
few people would see the post. But, nearby in
Johannesburg, someone did. "My late grandfather
was Philip Blom, not Brom. He was in the British army
during World War I1. Just checking it's Brom, not Blom?”
responded Jackie Raff.

looking for a sign. Out of the blue, I saw the post. Having
the letters is a huge source of comfort. It felt like he was
sending me a message that he was still with me and |
was doing the right thing"

"My mind was reeling," says Superfain.“l thought,
"How can this be?" His granddaughter responded so
quickly, knowing his story. | knew it was definitely him.

This shows how we're all connected.”

In fact, the families had other
connections. Raff's sister, Karen Fait, a
teacher, taught Superfain’s younger
daughter many years ago. "And then
my older daughter became a teacher and taught with
Karen," says Superfain.

The letters were written between 1943 and 1945 by
Blom's parents, Jules and Julia Blom, to their son when
he was stationed in London during World War Il as a
sergeant major in the medical corps of the Dutch army.
Julia wrote in English as she was British, and Jules wrote
in Dutch as he was from Amsterdam.

Raff's mother, Sandra Ellis, says she felt like “this was
something from the movies” when her daughter told
herthe news. "As soon as | saw the letters, | recognised
my grandmother's handwriting," says Ellis. "It's been an
emotional rollercoaster. Essentially, the letters are typical
Jewish parents checking on their son.”

"Philip was born in Amsterdam on 14 May 1916,
and died on 13 June 1981.We just marked his ya/zert:
which makes finding these letters so special,” says Raff.

rs, perfectly preserved since World War-ll,.-
ith an army shoelace -

Superfain realised she had made a mistake, and that
the letters were indeed written to Philip Blom. At this
point, both women felt excited knowing that this was a
real connection. With a simple Facebook post, they had
brought the letters home.

“I'm emigrating atthe end of July to America,” Raff
says. "I've been feeling emotional and worrying if 'm
making the right decision. | was extremely close to my
late grandfather, Philip, whom | called ‘o) as he was
Dutch. My ouoa, or ‘pups’, and | travelled to America
together when | was seven years old. He died shortly
after that trip. So, at this big change in my life, I've been

"My oypassister, Sarah, was on a ship
coming to South Africa during the war.
The ship was torpedoed and she was
killed. Julia writes about their hope that
Sarah is still alive. Then, in one letter,
dated 3 March 1944, Julia writes about
her daughter, saying, "l can't believe |
will never see her again.”

Amidst this tragedy, “my grandfather
went back to Holland, his home, after
the war to check if there were any family
members that the Nazis didn't murder.
Remarkably, through the underground,
he found out about a cousin of his that
had survived. She was a teenager that
had been hidden during the war. Her
parents were murdered. Her name was
Bertie. My ozzfound Bertie, brought
herfrom Holland to London and then
to South Africa. His parents adopted

Bertie."

Within the letters, Raff found the authorisation that
her grandfather had obtained from the Dutch army to
bring Bertie on an army plane to South Africa in 1945.
"Bertie's experience was like an Anne Frank story," says
Ellis. "She was hidden by nuns. Her story was recorded
by Steven Spielberg’s foundation.

“So, my grandparents lost a daughter and gained
adaughter," says Ellis. After the war, her father met
her mother in South Africa, and she and her brother
were born. All have since died, so Ellis feels a special
responsibility to carry on the family story, and the letters

bring that history to the present.

"l even recognise names in the letters of people | met
asayoung child, allin the diamond industry," she says.
“Back then, people were formal, so they signed the letters
'Ma and Pa Blom”"

"My oupastamily had all been diamond cutters or
dealers in Amsterdam since the 16th century,” says Raff.
"My dad, Michael Ellis, continues this tradition, as did my
mom'’s late brother, Alan."

As soon as they made the connection, the two families
arranged to meet on the morning of Sunday, 9 June.

But Ellis, Raff, and their families were so excited that
eventually, they went to Superfain - who lives just two
minutes away - on the evening of Saturday, 8 June, as
soon as Shabbos came out.

“Itfeltlike a Shabbat of miracles in light of the rescue
of Israeli hostages on the same day,” says Ellis. "We're so
grateful to Heather. She gave our family exactly what we
needed at exactly the right time."

The two families will stay in close contact.

As for what she'll do with the letters, Raff says, “I'm
reading through them and making notes. I'm going to
scan them to send to my sister who lives in London and
share with cousins. | was thinking of researching the
history. | may look into finding Bertie - she married, had
children, and lives in America. One day, | would like to
share my grandfather's story and these letters with others
from a historical perspective. Atthe moment, we're just
enjoying the connection to my grandfather. It's a gift, a
miracle, and a blessing!”
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CNR GRANT AVE AND
NELLIE ROAD

WAS SUPA QUICK,

NOW TYREMARYT...

SAME MANAGEMENT & STAFF, BUT
FULLY REVAMPED FOR AN EVEN
BETTER SALES & SERVICE EXPERIENCE

SERVICES * ALL REPAIRS ¢ AIRCON RE-GAS
TYRES * BATTERIES « BRAKES
EXHAUSTS * SHOCKS * SUSPENSION

Key Responsibilities:

with kosher dietary laws.

standards.

them on kashrut laws and practices.

related issues.
Qualifications:

environment.

Benefits:

residents are met.

Mashgiach/ Mashgichot )

Old Aged Home Kosher Kitchen
in Pretoria, South Africa
Full-time Position

Our old aged home in Pretoria is dedicated to providing high-quality care
and services to our residents, including nutritious and strictly kosher meals.
We are seeking a dedicated and experienced Mashgiach to oversee
our kosher kitchen and ensure the highest standards of kashrut
are maintained from the 1st of August 2024.

* Supervise the preparation and cooking of all meals to ensure they comply

« Inspect incoming food supplies to verify their kosher status.
* Monitor kitchen practices to ensure cleanliness and adherence to kashrut

« Collaborate with kitchen staff to maintain a kosher environment and educate

« Ensure proper separation of meat and dairy products and utensils.
* Report any kashrut violations and take immediate corrective actions.
« Maintain detailed records of food purchases, preparation, and any kashrut-

« Liaise with the overseeing Rabbi or Kashrut authority as needed.
* Previous experience as a Mashgiach in a kosher kitchen or similar

* Comprehensive knowledge of Jewish dietary laws (kashrut).

« Certification from a recognized kashrut authority is highly desirable.
« Strong attention to detail and the ability to enforce strict guidelines.
* Excellent communication and teamwork skills.

« Ability to work flexible hours, including weekends and holidays.

* Competitive salary based on experience.

« Accommodation close to the facilities (must be willing to relocate)

* Supportive and respectful work environment.

* Opportunities for professional development and growth.

« Contribution to a meaningful cause by ensuring the dietary needs of our

How to Apply:

Interested candidates are invited to submit their resume and a cover letter
detailing their experience and qualifications to admini@jaffa.org.za
with the subject line “Mashgiach Application - [Your Name]”.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis until the position is filled.

\ Closing Date for Applications: 28 June 2024




