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ROYAL AIR FORCE.

;- PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF OFFICERS, COURT OF INQUIRY, &c.:

PROCEEDINGS of a Committee of Officers asserbled
at ‘Sarafand on the 16th April, 1926, by order of His

- Excellency the High Commissioner for Palestire.

+ B } :

eeecio@arding. REGIMENTAL BADGE , it is recommended that

”010J9” - 9112111 0107 - 1900 2°0 21N0 20 7u2nnu nTU1 NY?nn Noil
JMI?N0 1M1IRN 2N 0D 790 2N 20 70PN NXR 210n3
.PRO - CO-733/120 : 1’111

the suggestion of the Officer Commanding, Transjordan
Frontier Force eshould be accepted, and that it should
consist of a "Winged Arab Horse" in white metal for
wear on the Kalpack and collar of jacket - representing
"Pegasus®” as symbolical of the close co-operation which
mist exiet between thie mounted force and the Royal
Air Forcein the defence of the country - the letters
*TJ.F.F.", in white metal, being worn on the shoulder

straps of jackets for identification purposes.

) + + v
(Sd.) E.L.GERRARD. Air Commodore.
(Sd." F.W.BEWSHER. Lieut-Colonel.

(Sd.) C.A. SHUTE. Major.
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OF THE TRANSJORDAL FRONTIZR FGRC=.

e e -

fess it - the pattern overalls - Zanmerband and “iellington
Boots as worn ovy oflicers in the Palastine

Gendarmerie.

12) Summar natterr White ess Jacket to be of the same pattern
as worn oy Officers of tlhie palestine (endarmerie
with the addition of Red Piping alo-z seams and
on ouffs and collar.

{3) Winter pattern ifees Jacket
Jacket of blue cloth of the patterr trat Zastens
at the neck (so that it is not nécessar; 0 wear
white stiff collars or stiff shirts, wai:n canno
be maintained at c,:-atatlona) It should also
be made so that it can ve obuttonea douw: tne fron
when necessary.

Facings on collars =nd cufifs to ve red, 3 confo

= Fﬁb eral colour scnerie of other articles of
uniform for the Force - also red p.zing a2t seauns
Shoulder 8traps to ve of dark tlue plai:cd monai
with badges 0f rank in gold metal.

[ 4) Regimental Badge - & "Winged Arat jorse" 1. wn.te ..ei:l for
wear on the Kalpack and collar af [#°<71. The
badge, letters "T . J.F.F.". in waite u2" i, Jelng
worn on the shoulder straps 0.7 je'<£¢ .5 {01
identification purposes.

(3) Regular Army Officers seconded t: tie unit === .7e he
option-0f contimiing to wear the sz :-2lcvm of
their British Army uni<s. wit¥ ‘Jadses JI ™ nk 1in
accordance with loc:_ rainz "o 11%* et E)
gazetted.

Palestine,

16th April, 1926.

AN ILDUSTRATION OF THE [@ESs UWIFORY © o 37 3012 Ok AF27.CAT
TO THE CROWH AGRNTS' PATTIRK ROOH, 4, MILLBAYE, LCid) , ¥

16.4.1926 - "1T7" 12Di1 1900 2™'N2 0'1"%P7 W1220 NP

W 10PN IR 21N01N0 - 91121070 0100 - 210 21N0 2D 0'019 071781 4 §°D01

STI12200 1R 271 1727 1907 277172 2N IR nua
PRO - CO-733/120 11N
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NOMINAL ROLL OF JEWISH PERSONNLL = ToJuF.F.

1978 S(MSs MARTIN WENEZINSKI.
2026 38« WOJTICH GOLDY INGEH.
2335 Spts MAX FRISCH.

2330 Tpre David ibattan.
200

2380 Tpre Jonathan Greenberp.
2937 Cpl. Abraham Zvi Garti.
293 Spte Elie (atsberg.
2932 Tore Mordechin Lavov.
2040 Srte Moshe Benzioni.
3017 Sgts lana Sommrich.
32069 Tpre Emanuel Krntz.
3315 £/Cpl.Stephan Treide!.
3482 Sgts Denhas Hlobaioff.
3483 Cpl. Abrnham Brosowles.
3487 Tpres Nelean Ishais.
3490 Cpl. Yankel loatitein.
3492 Tpre Victor Alkaly.
3493 Cple Jacob Levy.

3495 L/CplsYehuda frand.

3497 Cpls 2vi Shafere.

3500 L/Cpl Shlomo @Faintich.
3501 L/Cpl Nahum Sharabis
3503 Tpre Yehuda L{tmanovitch.
35056 Cple Yeshua Kaminer.
4096 Sgt. Lavid Braver.

4113 Tprs Tibor Weisas.

4152 Tprs Eliahu Mannes.

4168 Tpre Moshe Bichasho.
4236 Tpre Moshe Certel .
4237 Tpri Moshe Lelis.

4238 Cpls Yousef .lmalis
4239 Tpre lsrael Ualitzki.
4300 L/Cpl Menushe Barezehogers.
4%1 Tprs Joseph Ekshkinazi.
4302 Cple Hans Desrs

4303 Tpre Moshe Simantove
4314 Tpre Dov Joseph Ender.
4379 Tpr« Yousef Orphali.
4545 Cpls Mayer Malka.

4686 Tpre Jacob Merdechi.
4813 L/Cpl Woshe Shcavi.

4844 Tpre Yehuda Luteki.
4845 Tpre Kalman Tatt.

4847 Tprs Harry Rost.

4048 Tprs Arieh Orlianski.
4986 Tpre Moshe Kalman.

4992 Tprs Ishaq Izra'.

4993 Tpre Zaki Sittoni

4999 Tprs Ewald Shreiner.
5043 Tprs Alrich Czerinskis
5100 Tprs Shemon Granbaumj
5101 Tpre Mordechi Farber.
5102 Tpre. Mish Rozenfeld.
5104 Tpre Juergen Frenkel.
5105 Tprs Oerhard Loose.
5106 Tpr. Samuel Sidis.

5107 Tpre Manfesd MNrer.

5108 Tpre Uhleomo lshan Haodo.
5116 ipre Julius lascha.

5196 lpre arthur Fleschs
5191 Ipre Yousef Sar Shaloun.
5202 Ipre Yehuda Ketinkofr.
5205 Tpre HKurt Rogoski.

5206 Tprs Ishay Ler.

5243 Tpr. Yehuda Sheindling.
54565 Tpre Shemshoun Shalouna

5323 Ipr« Mousa Brisce

5259 Tpre Ishaya Craber.

5250 Tpre Joseph Sheindling.

8203 Tprs Aron BkEABaranblum.

0'190N1 N7 7o N?2213 Antuin

82

2380
3030
40
3532
3637
3642
3850
4153
4154
4166
4167
4170
4241
4243
4244
4248
4432
4954
4958
50568
5121
5312
5307
3508
34009
4127
4370
34898
35982
4158
4960
3470
4834
4812
4360
4159
3633
3021
293
3318
3496
2908
5690
5689
5652

5537 Tprs Shlomo Haroun Tibule

5394 Tprs Moshe Raphasl Mizrahis

L

Cpl  Hans Ehrmans:
Tpre Walter Blim.

Tpre. Gabriel Shtein.

RS Alexander Schwartz. ']
3gts Moshe Zagagi.

Tore Aliazer Korongold. .
Tpre Mordechi Goldshtein.

Tpre Michnel Bookbinder.

L/Cpls Elimhu Mizrahi.

Tpres Solomon Dahhans

Tpre klikhu hlisha.

Tpre Cershon Levye

Tpre Israil Sheild.

Tpre. Herzel liayers

L/Gple Fredrich Voldman. '
L/Cple Geroge Hermana |
Tprs Paul Ronow. |
Tpre Mordechai Vander . 1
Tprs+ Haim Shenbaum .« {
Tpre Shlomo Jacobe |
Tpre Alfrod Luftechitz.

Tpre« Haim Sessouns

Tpre Rolf Max.

Tpre Barouch Sarafati.

Tpre Benzion Bogouslovskis.

Tprs Liyba Ber Berkoff.

Tprs Nai Hnim Gershon.

Tprs Rubin Alber Greenberg.

Tpre Guido Sartine. .
Tpre Arieh Zeldmans i
Tpre Jacob Shaul Solomone

Tpre Sassoun Mousa Ynzdi.

Tpre David IbrahimsAronoff.

Tpre Shalom Moshe Sabbags

Tprs Kurt Shneider.

Tpre Larif Ibrahim Habbousha.
L/Cple Shlomo Tafati.

Tpre Eliezer Shlomo Ickowiczs
Sgte Abraham Haim Iloni.

Tpre Salem Sulimnn Noswari. i
Tpr« Harry Kahan. 13
S53MS. Rudolf Eichenberge

Tpre Yacoub Loupess

Tpre Thomas Lefkovite.

Tpre« Yacoub Izohaeck Happoports

-

OFFICERS i

Kaid H«H¢ Ludmers - and
Kaid YiCaspis

Kanid  He Appélbaum.

Mule Me Shedbhenfeld.
Muls FeWille
Rais. A«Katza

éqﬁ/ﬁi — ‘
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THE JEWISH SOLIDERS IN THE
TRANS JORDAN FRONTIER FORCE - T.J.F.F

BY:ITAY GUR
SUPERVISED BY: PROF. YOAV GELBER
Abstract

The Trans Jordan Frontier Force (T.J.F.F.) was established in April 1926. The
force was established on the basis of the “Palestine Gendarmerie”” whose a
quarter of its personnel were Jewish, by the order of the high commissioner for
Palestine, Lord Plumer. The function of the frontier force was to be a police
unit (some kind of a frontier guard division), which will be stationed on both
banks of the Jordan river, but mainly will guard the borders of the Trans
Jordanian emirate of Prince Abdulla.

The personnel in the force was intended to include one third Jews, one third
Arabs, and a Third of all other ethnic groups of the Middle East. Actually, the
force was consisted, at its establishment, of 37 Jews, 707 Arabs and 31 British
officers and non-commissioned officers. In 1932 the force was consisted of 49
Jews, in 1936, by the breakout of the Arab rebellion 19 Jews and at the
beginning of the Second World War, only a small group of Jews were left.
Most of them at professional technical jobs, including a paymaster, a
quartermaster, a head veterinary surgeon, few mechanics and one combat
officer.

A Few months after the breakout of the Second World War, as a result of the
reinforcing of the Arab legion, the internal security in Trans Jordan was

stronger, and there was no need anymore of the frontier force as a guarding



force in the emirate. Accordingly, the Trans Jordan Frontier Force was attached
to the eighth army of the British army, and a mechanized regiment was
established, in addition to the cavalry regiments of the force. As it was now a
modern military unit, there was a need for men who would be able to fulfill the
professional and administrative duties. The paymaster, who was mentioned
above, Captain Henry Ludmer, applied to the Jewish National Institutions and
proposed they send Jewish qualified youngsters to serve in the frontier force.
Among the Jews who were enlisted, there were mechanics, electricians, radio
operators, drivers and clerks.

The leadership of the Jewish population in Palestine saw in the possibility of
recruiting young Jews to the force, a great opportunity to put a Jewish right of
entry in Trans Jordan and in other places in the Middle East. The British
command of the frontier force was interested in enlisting a professional and
loyal personal to the force. At the same time, one of the regiments of the
frontier force was sent to Habania R.A.F Base in Iraq to take part in the
oppression of the pro-nazi rebellion, which was led by Rashid Ali Al-Kilani.
The Arab soldiers refused to aim their guns towards the rebels and committed a
mutiny by aiming their guns towards their British commanding officers. The
regiment was returned to its base in Trans Jordan, the mutiny leaders were
exiled to the Seychelles, and freedom of choice was granted to every solider in
the frontier force to be released from his service contract, if he was not willing

to continue serving the British empire in every place and under any



circumstance. This was one of the reasons that urged the British command to
agree to let many more Jews join the frontier force.

In 1942 there was a record of 150 Jews in the Trans Jordan Frontier Force. By
the end of the Second World War, most of them were released, but Jews were
serving in the force just until its dispersion in 1948. The Jews took part in all
the frontier force campaigns. The mechanized regiment was sent to Bandar
Abas Port in Iran to patrol along the line of communication where the supply
convoys brought supplies to the Soviet Union and the soldiers took part in
fighting the locust. They participated in the force’s mission of being a
rearguard for the allied forces who invaded Syria and Lebanon in summer
1941. For a very long period they were stationed along the Syrian-Turkish
border, where the cavalry regiment was assigned to guarding the border that
was vulnerable to smugglers and spies who used to cross it.

In the frontier force head base in Zerka, Trans Jordan, there was a big
workshop for repairing vehicles, which served not only the vehicles of the
frontier force, but also as a repairing station for all allied forces convoys which
passed, for example, there on their way to and from Irag to Palestine. A
considerable part of the soldiers, who served in this workshop, were Jewish
mechanics. Not far from the base, a family quarters was built, and officers and
non-commissioned officers were allowed to bring their families. This
opportunity was exploited by a considerable number of Jews and children,

whose fathers served in the force, were raised in Zerka.



In another base of the Trans Jordan Frontier Force, in Jisser Al-Majma (on the
Jordan River Bridge near Kibbutz Gesher), there was a horse breeding farm,
which was managed by Dr. Haim Apllebaum, the head of the veterinary
surgeon of the force. His duty, in addition to treatment of the force horses, was
to supply the right amounts of horses and to raise colts in the right quantities of
colors, because it was customary to supply each unit in the cavalry horses with
a different color.

The soldiers salaries, considering the economic crisis which was at that time in
Palestine, were high. The service conditions were hard. The food was not the
very best. The discipline was harsh and the soldiers got their leave once in a
few months. The relationships between the Arabs and the Jews ranged between
friendship to hostile suspiciousness.

Among the Jewish recruits to the frontier force were people from all parts of
the Jewish community in Palestine. Jewish immigrants from Germany, who
had professions in demand, young townsmen who were employed in vehicle
workshops in the big cities in the country people from the oriental Jewish
communities who had a fluent Arabic. | did not find in the force members of
the Kibbutzim and the Moshavim (it is reasonable that they preferred to go to
the Palmach or to the British Army).

The end of the Second World War changed the missions of the frontier force.
The mechanized regiment returned from Iran, the cavalry returned from north
Syria, and one of the first missions of the force was to be stationed in the Upper

Galilee and to participate in the British campaign against the illegal Jewish



emigration from Syria and Lebanon. In this situation, the Jewish soldiers in the
frontier force found themselves sometimes in a very inconvenient position.
Sometimes they succeeded in exploiting the advantages of being in the frontier
force and many times internal information about planned ambushes against
Jewish emigrants was transferred to the emigration activists. For some of the
Jewish soldiers in the frontier force, the service there was a cover story for a
mission on behalf of the Jewish Intelligence Institutions. Some of them used
their service in the force to buy weapons and smuggle them to the “Haganah”.
Others were sent by the “Etzel” or the “Lechi”.

After their service in the Trans Jordan Frontier Force, many of the soldiers
joined the Jewish underground forces and later they served in different roles in
the Israeli army. They served in the ordnance, the communication forces, in the

intelligence, in the air force and in the police.
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